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| "OW little do we know whether the things | 
L which: befal us will turn out for our happi- 9 
teſs Or miſery If 1'was to be made a king to: | 
borrow, T a. not ſure that it would not prove to 

y hurt ; and if on the contrary I was to be ſold to- 

torrow for a flave, it is far from being clear that 
might not be fot my good, for God has all 
vents under his direction, and he can bring ſtrange 
ungs to paſs Juſt. as he Pleaſes. 
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0 ep {as we have already told you) was e 
7 is Bro hrep as a flave to à company of Midi-. 
iſh merchants. Now „ the Midianites brought 
loſeph 'down to Egypt and ſold him to Potiphar, 
tha was an officer of captain of the guard to king 
Flaraoh,” ofeph fell, as it ſeems, into good hands, 
but the Scriptures take care to inform us to what cauſe | 
iy as io be attributed, for there we read that 
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« 3 ed was with Joſeph : "Bn gebe it was th: 
„ he became a proſperous man, and he was take 


into the houſe of = maſter the Eg) pran. ** And h 


the Lord made by that * did to proſper nh 
- _ 7 


What 3 4 PE. mpg is it is 41e 1 Ke 


| WR bo us in every thing we me peop 
always talking o of their good or bad luck, and a 
cording to ſuch perſons Joſeph was merely a luck 
© perſon; he was lucky firſt, they would ſay, in ge 
ting fo good a maſter, and ſtill more lucky in fin 
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ing every thing go well to which he ſet his han 
In fact however, thexe is no ſuch thing as luck, FF © 
we have obſerved before, and as, We al have o * 
Cain again and again to, obſerve. 1 In: glbag 1 
ſtory. Let us learn therefore tq hank God and nn 4 
to thank our ſtars or to, th fortune. wheney | 10 
we ſucceed in any thing, for 1 8 it be, 55 fu | 4 
r Pres v6 Lord 405 A 0; 43 
t ö pi 13a 13 Ge 
- Joſep h by Sers beuncd fach 400 ” W UG 
1 ier 8. fight hat that, he was made oyerſcer of ve. a In 
And all that Potiphar bad was put into bis 1 th: 
# : Such was the confiden ce placed i in him, t e 1 ellin 
3 Potiphar ſec1ns to bay 10 1 e. nothing, for him, 
but to have lest it all eph, for we read i But 
| dF e he knew not ough 1185 he had, fave the bre Pr 
1 that he did eat,“ hic cb is as much as to ſay, that om 
"fir WY: "knew indeed what food was ſet before im at ver) 
'-.* _ . own table in order that he might eat it, but as to min 
13 the reſt of his affairs, he knew nothing about the od 
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Nene har might 86. wr 3 Wot 
de for ee yet 3 an wrong it 2 
ſeph tobe thus completely truſted.” Thave'known! 
Jn common ſervants indeed in my days, who! by 
lng very retarkable for their falchfelnefs, have/ 
en gerkt 40 be upper ervants, and em eben 0 
ſte wards to theft maſters. Like Joſeph: the "2 
we ſet out with doing firſt one nene thing wel 


ze got intb places of pied cus confidence, and 


n of caſe I am ſpeaking of would probably hap- 
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0 And it came to paſs,” far the S « from 
time that Potiphar had made Joſeph overſeer in 
houſe, that the Lord bleſſed the Egyptian's 
uſe for Joſeph's ſake, and the bleſſing of the 
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What an ATE Rt is this to Skis Kt, oY 
into our family, for God perhaps may bleſs us 
their ſakes. Such a good man as Jane is 


S 1 * vo f Uh 6 fe Wh 
But now comes a new ſcendi in ha life of Joſe; 
Us proſperity, was great, but the greateſt race 
ſometimes ſuddenly interrupted. Fotiphar had © 
very wicked wife, and “ ſhe caſf her eyes” very 


bodly perſon and well ures,” aud oy . 


p much; oftencr thay i GuOK #1 5 8 een 


rd was upon all that he. had, both in we - vin 


LY 


then another, and ſo they have gone on till W 
ky have had very large ſums truſted to them, and 


were not for the number of ſervants who pre. 
to be very truſty” when they are not ſo, tbe 


ung wherever he 8 1 sg . 


minallyscom Joſeph. Joſeph indeed was | 


8 * us in EO thing we 
always talking o 
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0 FOR Lot was "wh Joſeph ; : hence it was thi 
« he became a proſperous man, and he was take 


Into the houſe one his miſter the * * And h 


the Lord made al that * did to proſper ink 
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me peo 
their good or bad luck, 20 a 
cording to ſuch perſons Joſeph was merely a luc 
_ perſon; he was lucky firſt, X would ſay, in ge 
ting ſo good a maſter, and ill. more lucky in fin 


ing every thing go well to which he ſet his han? 
In fact however, there is no ſuch thing as luck, WF 
_ we haye obſerved before, pd. as, We hall, ns  F 
caſion again and again to ob ſerve, in beg + 

- ſtory... Let us learn. therefore tq be od 1 9 + 
to thank our ſtars, or 1 fortune vhene i, My 
ve ſucceed in any thing, e ede it be, we f A 
TE becapſe ws Kae 01 FYÞ, us in 11 in 
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Jok ph b Sers as fk 4 015 his mi W 

ell 80 4 05 that he was made oyerſcer Fi 7 hou 11 
and al that Poliphar bad was put intg bi 11 the 
J was the confidence, 11 in Im, "th lin 
Fotiphar ſeeins to have.done nothing 175 10 wo 
but to have le 3 8 al Jo To Ly for we read t| But 
© he knew not 0 that he had, fave the bra pr 
that he did eat,“ = 900 is as much as to ſay, that bm 
knew indeed what KP was ſet before him at {W*ry 


5 own table in order that he might eat it, Hut as to Winin 


* reſt of his affairs, he Knew nothing about the 
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ow er rot Potiphar might he's wrong in doing, 
kdefor Mmſelf; yet what an honbr 9 it t 

ſeph tobe thüs completely truſted. pr rio A 
ze common ſervants indeed in my days,” who by . 
ing very remarkable for their faithfalnefs, have 
bn firſt"to be upper frvimts, and chen een to: 

ſte wards te theft maſters. Like Joſeph: the 3 

re ſet out with doing firſt one nene thing wel 

then another, and ſo they have gone on till * 
have had very lurge ſums truſted to them, and 

ze got intb places of prodigiqus confidence, ane 
nere not for the number of ſervants Who pre- 
dro be very truſty” hen they are not ſo, we | 
of caſe'I'am- ſpeaking of would e f hap- 77 
‚ much oftener chan it does. ſb SHORT OE | 
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10 Audit came to paſs,” favs the Scripture; « from 

time that Potiphar had made Joſeph overſeer'in 1440 
| bouſe, that the Lord bleſſed the Egyptians _ „ 
uſe for. Joſeph's ſake, and the bleſſing of | the 

brd was upon . that . both in we ee 
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What an encouragement is this to 1 wks good peo 
into our family, for God perhaps may bleſs us 
their ſakes. Such a good man as FOR is a 
Kang d N he goes. * {08 TIS b 
MN: 1 4 N 5 28 | 
But now. comes a new. tene in 185 life of Joſeph, 
b proſperiiy was great, but the greateſt proſperity 
ſometimes ſuddenly interrupted, Fotiphar had be 
very wicked wife, and * ſhe caſt her eyes“ very 
minallyson Joſeph. |: Joſeph» indeed was a 
vdly * and well Ty add e 
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eſs or beauty of his proveda misſartune 
How fooliſh then are tbofe perſons. (whethe 
© young men on young, women). wha think that 40 | 
|  hapdiome and well looking is.the gfeatelt. of ble 
ſings: It may turn out pexhaps to be the greate 
faare, it may prove the worſt ealmity that ever 

| befel you, as happened in Jeſephaſcaſe. 
FF ny fic anmnb Hnw 1wo 55 21 
it a pears that Potiphar's wife, the wicked we 
man juſt now mentioned, „ ſpake to Joſeph day | 
day, and tied repeatedly to ſeduce him; 40 
Jeſepb tefuſed, and faid untochis maſter's wife, behal 
my maſter obſervech not what is with: me in d 
8. houdey' ant he hath committed all that he hath 
my hand. There is none greater in this houſe thi 
1, neither hath he kept back any thing from m 
but thee, becauſe thou art his wife. How thi 

can Ido this great wickedneſs and fin againſt God 
Ok ods Honig” bro SA ag” 5t 6 
Here let/us ſtop, in-orderits confider one oft 
moſt ſtriking parts of che charatter of Joſeph: He 
in the ſtrongeſt manner tempted to ſin by a wick 
woman: he might alſo hope for her favor 
be conſented; he had to dread: her wrath if he 1 
fuſed: every -thingcunited to make the temptati 
trong; be was invited hy her, not once only, | 
again and again; not publicly, ſo as to endange 
diſcovery, but quite ſecretly. By what means th 
did jgoſeph reſiſt the temptation? He reſiſted 

: I . ungenerous a thing towat 
-. His maſter it wauld be to yield, and partly alſo 
ſaying io himſelf; as he alſo ſaid to the wom 
e Hoy can I do this great; wiékedneſs and 
7 againſt God?“ Keen in daes eg 
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joteph knew Pee the eye of God was upon /bims 
all times and in all places, and I have no doubt 
ut he had long acted under the influence of this 

zowledge. © What was it that had made him ſuch a 
Ithful ſteward of his maſter's goods? It was his 

ing aware that God could ſee the ſmalleſt diſ-. 
neſty in him, and that God's eye was upon him 
en when his maſter's back was turned, And what 
it that made him now refiſt another kind. f 
nptation? It was the ſame principle of regard to 
mighty God. This principle ſeems to have been 
y powerful in him, and alſo to have been always 
hand. ata (I warrant you) was not uſed to 
aſs days and hours together without thinking of 
dd, as 1 people 4 Had this been the caſe, 
queſtion whether he would not have NN to 
e or HEME of 75 n i ple OF 


FP | : — Th 
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4 now let me requeſt my Readin; to take & 
nt from Joſeph, and to try themſelves in the fol- 
bring manner. Say to yourſelves, what am I in 

cret? What am I'when no eye but that of God is 
pon me? When on the one hand ſome fellow crea- 
res invites me to fin, when my own inclinations are 
n the ſame fide; when a preſent opportunity offers, 
hen there is alſo no danger of. diſcovery, ſo that 
dy 8 05 utation may be ſafe, and 8 worldly 
htereſt will not be hurt by the indulgence, but will 


beſe temptations which beſet me, there is nothing 
Þ oppoſe but the fear of God in the heart, how do 

ien aQ? Is the fear of God fo ſtrong in me as tb 
pain the victory? Am I able to conquer my temp- 
ions, 1 ſuited to my age, Circumſtances; 5 


ther be promoted by it; when; in ſhort, againſt all! 
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and ſcondition/ in life, by ſaying as Joſeph did! 

4% How ſhall I do re e fin 
againſt God“ New this is true Religion. We 
are apt many of us to complain of the difficulties 
of Religion, and to ſay that we have not learning 
enough to underſtand it, but ſurely! that fear o 
SGod which has been ſpoken of is very eaſy to be 
underſtood. I only wiſh it was as eaſy to be trul 
felt. Some there ate who fancy themſelves re 
ligious becauſe they attend at religious places of 
worſhip, becaule: they underſtand well ſome reli 
gious doctrines, becauſe they remember to have 
once experienced certain religious feelings, or be 
cauſe they have now a number of religious phraſe 
always in their mouth. Let ſuch: perſons alſo ty 

__ theirRehgion by the ſame teſt. Does it enable yo 
to conquer your ſins? When all things ſeem u 
unite on the ſide of ſin, does your Religion in an 
meaſure enable you to get the victory? Secre 
ſelf denial, ſecret conqueſt over qurſelyes, ſecre 
preference to God above all the world, ſecret con 
ſeiouſneſs of having been enabled, by God's grace 

to overcome our temptations, and of having, lik 
. Joſeph, Rood firm to God and duty in times of pe 
Fouliar and repeated trial, theſe are ſome of th 
pProofs of true Religion; theſe are ſome of the bel 
evidences of our being in à ſtate of grace. I wou 

'  _ value theſeevidences above any comfortable frame 
and feelings, and they are more in my opinion thai 

a thouſand fancies, or impreſſions, that our a 

vation is ſure. Reader, if you hope to ſtand u 
diſmayed before God on the Great Day of Judgmen 

try yourſelf by this teſt, We read but little 1 
Soriptuxe of Joſeph's. religious opinions, (not thi 
theſe are unimportant) we read nothing about tl 
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rticaldr "ry 4 manner of us firſt. becoming 
religious 3 we read not a word about the religious 
form of worſhip which he preferred, nor about the re- 
jgious party that he followed, nor the religious name 
he bore; but we read, that ke refiſted hard temp- "7 
ions, and that both in his proſperity and in his ad. 
jerfity he was faithful to his God; and we find alſo, - 

u 1 ſhall preſently ſhew you, that although his 
Kethebm bad uſed him very cruelly, yet he bes: 

ved very kindly and charitably towards the 
md forgave them freely, and rejoiced over — 
to do them good. May my religion be like his, and 

my the -clearer knowledge which God has given * 
de both of himſelf and of a Savior, make me the 
pore earneſt to do his will, and to walk Py of 
ſat «+ vocation ere r 27 1 am called.“ 9 Seri 
1 1 = 10 
But to return to the a be Andi it.came to 0 paſs 
out this time that Joſeph went into the houſe to 
b his buſineſs and there was none of the men of 4 
be houſe there within. And Potiphar's wife caught 

lim by his garment, and he left his garment in her 
and and fled and got him out. And it came to 
aſs, when ſhe ſaw that he had left his garment in 

ter hand, and was fled forth, that ſhe called unto 

he men of her houſe, a ſpake unto them 
lying, * See he hath brought in an Hebrew 


ame unto us to mock us (or to offer an inſult to us,) 
ca and I cried with a loud voice, and it came to 
E paſs, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and 
"WE cried, that he left his garment with mg and fled 
8 and got him out.“ And ſhe laid up his garment 
r 1 her until his Lord came home; and they ſpake 
"Y ito him according to the fame words, and it came 


paſs, when his maſter heard: the” words of His: Te 
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wife, that bis, wrath was Kkindled, - And Joſeph's 
maler took him and put him into the priſon, a place 
where the king's priſoners Were bound and he was 
there in priſon?“ ie 


as « 


a 
ſed 
his 
hin 
501 
ea 
Mo 
gf-1 
mit 
nt 
he 
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What a change! inſtead of having the command 
of every thing in Potiphar's houſe, where be was 
looked up to, and honoured and reſpetted, he is 
ſhut up in pri ſon among thieves and other wicked or 
| ſuſpetted-perſons. | And why was he thus/ſhut up? 
For doing wrong? No! but for doing right. I 
no and then happens in this world, that a man ſuf. 
fers for fulfilling his duty. It is à miſtake to: ſup: 
poſe that virtue here below is always its own re- 
Vard. Reader, if you att ever fo right, I cannot 
ö Pe you that in this uncertain world you wil 
be rewarded for it. Your conduct may chance te 
- be. mifrepreſented, or nat ſufficiently underſtood, 
Some enemy my injure you; ſome falſe and hollo 
friend or lover, ho is become offended, may tu 
againſt you. Some one . whole feelings, or whoſe 
intereſt, you may have wounded through your us 
| bending virtue and integrity, may ſet himſelf up a 
your enemy, and may come and give falſe evidenc« 
againſt you, and may charge you poſſibly with th 
very fin to which that perſon. himſelf has tried! 
 vain/to ſeduce you, and from which, of all the fin 

in the world you are happily the moſt clear. 
us learn from this part of the ſtory of Joſeph to loo 
to God for his favor, and not to care ſo much a 
we are apt to do, about our charatter with our jel 
low creatures. It is better to go to priſon, like ge 
ſeph, for the ſake of a good conſcience, than ! 
live in fin with Potiphar's wife in the midſt of 
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We hefore et thc at; e was ſold 
a flave to Potiphar, and when his affairs ſeemed 
the worſt, yet -5 the Lord was with him and bleſ- 
d him. and gave him favor in the ſight of Potiphar 
tis mater. The ſame God who ſhewed favor to, 
im in his former diſtreſs, ſhewed him the Game fa- 
tor now] for when he had got into priſon we again 
mad that “ the Lord was — oſeph,, and ſhewed, 
km mercy, and gave him favor in ſight of the keeper, 
the priſon. And the keeper of the priſon com- 
mitted, to \Joſephy 's hand all, the priſoners, that were 
the pri! on, and whatever they did theres, he was 
he does, of it. The keeper! of the priſon; looked 
ot to any thing that was under his band, becauſe 
be Lord was with him, 8 590} pant wa 110 oe 
Lord made it to Waren 01508 hy tf 
dirty vue Wed Bal: . cl 
6 And it tame io paſs, er 1 — char the 
butler of the king of Egypt and bis baker had hs 
ſended their er, the king of Egypt, and Pharaoh 
vas wroth againſt them, 1 put them into the priſon 
here Joſeph was bound; and the captain of the 
guard charged Joſeph with them; and they dreamed 
dream, both of them, each on one night; and Jo- 
ſeph came in unto them in the morning, and looked 
upon. them, and behold they were ſad; and he 
aked them, © Wherefore look ye ſo ſadly to-day? 
and they ſaid unto. him, We have dreamed a 
dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Jo- 
{ph ſaid, unto them, Do not interpretations be- 


long to Had? 18 me them I Pr FIG: 
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_ | ſhalt not go after that dreamer of dreams, for the 
Lord yout God hereby proveth you to know whe 


ſeems having ſpecial mercy for him, and havingſas 
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Au ancient ces it pleaſed God ase hally 0 


ſend dreams, in order to make known future Cents 
but let not any one therefore ſuppoſe that by the 
| bu of dreams he can dive into futurity m)/ο26W » /; 
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In the days of joſeph men were in much dark 
neſs and ignbrance concerning the trus God. feſus 
Chriſt had hot ' appeared} the New Teſtament had 
not beth Written, not as yet even te old. Signs 
and wonders were therefore uſed, in order to prove 
that the God of Joſeph was che true God. But nov 
we ho longer need ſigns and/wonders, for the Holy 
Scriptures plainly declare Him to us, and if any man 
ſhould now follow bis dreams, it is more than prov 
bable, that in doing ſo he would be obliged 10 

diftegard Scripture and his on e%οmmon ſenſe allo, 
It is worthy of remark indeed: that ſoon after the 
hw of Moſes was given, which fell far ſhort of the 
Revelation made to us by jeſus Chriſt,) people were 
expreſsly warned to beware, left by following ſome 
dreamer of dreams, they ſhould forſake that God 
who was now. made knovu io them; for it is writ: 
ten in the 1gth chapter of Deuteronomy, If there 
ariſe among you a dreamer of dreams, ſaying, Le 
us go after other Gods and ſerve them, even thoug 
the ſign or the wonder ſhall come to paſs, yet tho 


ther you love the Lord your God,” and will “ ſeryve 
him and cleave to him.“ r 
* 9 * r 7 ly 


But to return to the hiſtory of 'Toſeph.- God 1 


great deſigns in view, and having firſt-fent two fe he 
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ile babe ae) e gw e diher ; 
eam to therchief! butler and baker of king Pha- 
tzoby who were in pri ſon With him, and naliles ham. 
e os. 60 RY. a Ro mot Des of U 
Fan. \ 1 1 5 22 1 1 8 | 
4 And the chief 8 cold bis 0 to Joſeph, 
ad ſaid to him, In my dream, behold a vine was be- 
bre me, and in the vinecwere three: branches, and 
un was as thbu ite buddled and her ef ſhot 
fih-ſand-the cluſters thereof brought forth ripe 
apes; and Pharach's cup was in my hand, and. 

wok the grapes 
P e WET Pharaoh's hand. 
o 3d oio tro Dad 1245 3 
4 And Joſeph ſaid unto him, This is the interpre- 
ation of it.“ The three branches are three days; 
jet within three days ſhall Pharaoh lift up thy head 
nd reſtore thee unto th place; and thou ſhalt deli- 
jer Pharaoh's cup into his hand after the former 
banner when thou waſt butler. But think on me 
then it ſhall be well with thee, and ſhew kindneſs, 
pray thee unto me, and make mention of me unto 
Pharaoh, and bring me out of this houſe. For in- 
led,” added Joſe phz) < was ftolen away out of the 
and of the 1 and here alſo I have. done 
dothing that 8385 Wee Put me into this dun- 
Fon.” en RON . * 
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Now, 66 when the chief baker ſaw 2 thei interpre- 


dy dream, and behold I had three white baſkets 
I my head, and in the uppermoſt baſket there 
has of all manner of baked meats for Pharaoh, and 
pc bieds did cat pom out of the baſket c on Ks 4 


and. coat! ed them into Pharaoh's 


lation was good, he ſaid unto Joſeph, * I alſo was in 44 
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the interpretation il N Theſe three baſkets x 

thtee Hays; yet within three days ſhall. Pharaoh lif 

up thy head from off thee, and ſhall. hang thee « 

© tree, and the birds ſhall eat 1 os oe 
15 2 .thee.” 94. t + EST: 14 Geer 

des 30] 5 91D 41? ri 

kr 5 Anidiit came to paſs on the b which 

Phbaraoh's birthdays; that he made a feaſt unto 

0 his ſervants, andihe, reſtored-the! chief butler unt 

bis butlerſhip againg and he gave the cup in 

$ 5 agh hand; but be hanged the chief baker 

warben innen Kid 220 o 

ie butler-remember Joſeph. 
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